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Fort Lauderdale considers
Elon Musk plan for underground transit

With the frequent afternoon showers and high humidity, the peak of summer is upon us. I
hope everyone can take some time off for vacation and some rest and relaxation.
 
As we do so, the city continues to make great strides in addressing critical transportation
issues.
 
At our last meeting before a summer recess, the City Commission formally received a
proposal from Elon Musk’s The Boring Co. to build an underground transit system from
downtown to the beach via Las Olas Boulevard. We gave other companies 45 days to
submit competing proposals for consideration.
 
This could be a real game-changer for Fort Lauderdale in how we address traffic
congestion. An underground transit line could remove tourists and suburban beach-goers
from street-level traffic, reducing the gridlock that city residents regularly face.
 
The exact details of The Boring Co.’s plans are confidential as we await any other
proposals. However, The Boring Co.'s transit concept is fully operational in Las Vegas.
 
The system there carries passengers via dedicated Teslas in a pair of one-way tunnels
between three stops underneath the city’s massive convention center. Vegas and The
Boring Co. are planning a major expansion that will extend the loop along the Strip with
stops at major hotels, the airport and the sports stadium.
 
The Teslas in the Vegas loop operate much like taxis. The number of Teslas in operation
can vary based on demand. Drivers take passengers directly to their destination rather
than making stops at each station. Eventually, Las Vegas wants state approval for the cars
to be autonomous.
 
The commission’s decision on July 6 is just the beginning of our consideration of
underground transit. Any proposal we choose will need to be studied from a geotechnical
standpoint and the financing of the project determined.
 
But these are not insurmountable.
 
Remember, we already have two tunnels in South Florida. The Kinney Tunnel was
completed in 1960, and the Port of Miami a tunnel opened in 2014. Further, The Boring
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Co. dealt with a variety of subterranean conditions in Las Vegas, including building tunnels
through a high water table.
 
In terms of financing, state and federal aid is possible as is money from the voter-
approved transportation surtax. Other options include a ridership fee. This is not some
multibillion-dollar subway behemoth. The Boring Co. proved in Las Vegas that their
system can be built at an affordable cost.

I view a route to and from the beach as the start of something bigger. When the city
backed off construction of the Wave streetcar, all involved acknowledged that another
public transit solution would need to be found considering the size of our city and growing
traffic volume.
 
A second phase of an underground network could extend to the airport, seaport and
convention center. Other future lines could be along SE 17th Street and Sunrise
Boulevard or out west to the Nova Southeastern University campus, the Hard Rock casino
and the Sawgrass Mills mall. We would need to build consensus with other governments
to undertake those possibilities.
 
And don’t think we forgot about our other initiatives, as we continue to pursue transit
solutions in response to our ever-changing downtown. That is why, for example, the one-
way pairing concept along Andrews and Third Avenue is vital to creating a sustainable
urban center, where dedicated lanes for rapid transit can ameliorate local traffic
conditions.
 
By pursuing transit networks, we are not taking away our focus from other priorities in the
city.
 
Efforts to upgrade our aging water and sewer infrastructure are ahead of schedule, and
we will soon open the new central city sewer line.
 
Work on addressing flooding is advancing as we continue to retrofit streets and swales to
accommodate stormwater overflows. And as many of you may have already seen, our
waterway cleanup project is well underway. Work has commenced on the Himmarshee
Canal with the goal to returning that waterway back to where fish and other marine life can
flourish.
 
Nor are these the only solutions to traffic congestion we are pursuing. We are building a
17th Street bypass, improving traffic signalization on key corridors, and working with the
state to ease congestion on Sunrise Boulevard.
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We also are making headway on the creation of commuter rail service across South
Florida.
 
Brightline is expected to restart service between Miami, Fort Lauderdale and West Palm
Beach this fall. That has breathed new life into the idea of a more localized service called
the Coastal Link that would have some two dozen stations in the tri-county area.
 
The Coastal Link would provide great interconnectivity among South Florida communities.
With the numerous stations and a frequent schedule of trains, it offers the possibility that
residents can go between home, work, shopping and entertainment without driving.
 
A major challenge to the Coastal Link, though, is how the trains would cross the New
River.
 
The current low-level drawbridge is simply insufficient for such an increased volume of
trains. It would particularly prove harmful to our important marine industry as many
boatyards are located west of the train bridge.
 
So, FDOT has been studying whether to build a high-rise bridge or dig a tunnel.
 
The bridge would be between five and eight stories high and split our downtown. It would
have a seriously detrimental effect on the current transformation of downtown into a
vibrant urban center of offices, residences, commerce and entertainment. Traffic tie-ups at
Davie, Broward and Sunrise boulevards would be a nightmare.
 
This is why I initially began talking with executives at The Boring Co. I believe a tunnel is a
much better solution for our city and its long-term future. I encourage everyone – from
neighborhood leaders to business executives – to join me in telling FDOT that we prefer a
tunnel.
 
A tunnel protects our historic district, resolves congestion on the east-west corridors and
fits better with the vision we have pursued for so long of downtown. It also avoids the
social divide a bridge creates with the city’s traditional black community surrounding
Sistrunk Boulevard.
 
I will keep everyone posted on FDOT’s upcoming public comment plans.



Before I sign off, allow me to share a word about the condominium collapse in Surfside.
 
In the wake of the tragedy, Fort Lauderdale’s chief building official has reviewed the status
of multi-family buildings that are more than 40 years old. These buildings are required to
participate in an inspection program that reviews their structural and electrical safety.  
 
At this point, no buildings have been found to be in violation of their 40-year or subsequent
inspections.
 
Each year, the county provides the city a list of buildings that are due for 40-year
inspections or re-inspections. Re-inspections are required every 10 years after the 40-year
inspection. The Building Safety Inspection Program began in 2006 and we continue to
monitor the condition of buildings to ensure the safety of our residents.
 
Our city staff is following developments closely on what caused the collapse. If new
requirements are needed for the inspection of older structures and their retrofitting for
continued occupancy, we stand ready to work with our partners at the county and state
levels to protect public safety.

Sincerely,

Dean

Mayor Trantalis thanks members of Broward Health and Inter Miami CF for their joint
participation in the early days of the COVID-19 vaccine rollout.



Mayor Trantalis welcomes Dr. Rahul Gupta
of the March of Dimes to a forum on public
health.

Mayor Trantalis congratulates Kate McCue,
captain of the Celebrity Edge, on the
restart of cruises out of Port Everglades.

Mayor Trantalis celebrates Pride Month
with the Greater Fort Lauderdale LGBT+
Chamber of Commerce.

Mayor Trantalis stops for a photograph with
Connie Frances and her guest at the
Emerald Society's annual luncheon.

Mayor Trantalis and the City Commission
congratulate the 2020 and 2021 Walk of
Fame inductees on July 4.

Mayor Trantalis commemorates the 60th
anniversary of the FTL Beach Wade-Ins
with Marsha Ellison and Sonya Burrows.



Mayor Trantalis marks the topping-off of the
27-meter dive tower at the Aquatic Center
with Commissioner Glassman and Ina Lee.

Mayor Trantalis speaks to students at the
Bridge2Life summer meeting with chief
education officer, Zoie Saunders.

Mayor Trantalis and Fort Lauderdale Sister
Cities welcome Colombia Consul General
Pedro Agustin Valencia to the Tower Club.

Mayor Trantalis celebrates the new federal
holiday of Juneteenth at Carter Park with
Dr. Rosalind Osgood.

Mayor Trantalis and State Rep. Chip
LaMarca participate in an economic forum
hosted by attorney Stephanie Toothaker.

Mayor Trantalis helps kick off the "No
Regrets" Tour with WWII Veteran, Sidney
Moore.



Mayor Trantalis participates in the annual
Idlewyld 4th of July Parade.

Mayor Trantalis greets John Stamos before
the Beach Boys' July 4 beachside concert.

Mayor Trantalis is briefed on the efforts to
clean the Himmarshee Canal with Johnny
Loos and Miles Forman.

Mayor Trantalis honors AutoNation's four-
time INDY 500 Champion, Hélio
Castroneves, with a key to the city.

Mayor Trantalis and Broward County officials celebrate the renaming of NW 8th
Street in honor of the late U.S. Rep. Alcee Hastings.
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